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Questions to Use When Deciding  
to Hold a FGDM Conference 

 
In reviewing the assessment to decide whether or how to go forward with the FGDM 
Conference, the following questions should be answered: 
 

 Is the survivor afraid of the abuser? 

 Is the abuser threatening to harm the mother, the children, or himself? 

 Are the severity and frequency of the violence escalating? 

 Have the children been used to threaten the survivor or keep the abuser from 

inflicting further violence? How? 

 Does the abuser or survivor have access to weapons? 

 Have weapons been involved in prior assaults? 

 Has the criminal justice system been involved? If so, are there pending charges 

or is there a probation or parole officer assigned to the case? 

 If the abuser has participated in some type of education or treatment program, 

how has he responded to that intervention? 

 What has been the extent of the survivor’s injuries? Have there been injuries 

requiring hospitalizations? 

 Is the abuser or survivor chemically dependent? 

 Is there a history of mental illness? 

 
Answering “yes” to one or more of these questions does not necessarily eliminate the 
use of a Family Group Decision Making Conference. However, pre-meeting planning 
must take these issues into account. The coordinator and family should ask themselves: 
“How could a Family Group Decision Making Conference make the situation better?” 
and “In what ways could a Family Group Decision Making Conference make the 
situation worse, or more dangerous?” Ultimately, if the victim does not want an 
FGDM conference, then the agency should not conduct one. Agency staff can use 
other strategies for reaching the best possible decision regarding the safety of the 
children and other family members. 
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